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Science Focus: Animals Year 2 Spring 1 

 

 

 To know the difference between ‘living’ ‘non-
living’ ‘dead, ‘never lived’ and ‘used to be 
alive’ 

 To know that animals (including humans) 
have offspring that grow into adults 

 

 Understand and explain life cycles of animals 
such as chicken and butterfly as well as the 
stages of a human’s life 

 Find out about and describe the basic needs 
of animals (including humans), for survival 
(water, food, air) 

 Learn about simple food chains and how 
living things rely on others to survive. 
 

 Introduce the 7 life processes in a simple way 
(Movement, breathing, feeling, growth, 
reproduction (making new life), getting rid of 
waste and nutrition (food). 

 Understand that different animals thrive in a 
range of habitats such as rainforest, ocean, 
desert, garden, woodland 

 
 

 

  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling  Definition/Sentence  

Offspring A human’s child or an animal’s young 

Adult A fully grown animal or human 

Human 
A person of any age 

Baby 
A very young animal or human 

Toddler 

An older baby who is beginning to move on 
his/her own 

Teenager A human aged between 13-19 who is an older 
child but not quite an adult (until 18) 

Elderly A person in the later stages of life 

Growth Changing appearance and increasing in size 

Survive Carry on living 

Water A liquid that all living things need to survive 

Food Something that gives living things energy to 
grow and survive 

Air What living things need to breathe in or 
absorb 

Life cycle The changes that happen in the life of a living 
thing  

Food chain How living things need each other for food 

Predator An animal that eats another one for its food 

Prey An animal that is hunted or killed for food 

Living Something that is alive 

Non-Living Something that is not alive 
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